Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.056; wR factor = 0.185; data-to-parameter ratio = 23.5.
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) .
Cg is the centroid of the C4-C9 benzene ring. 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: APEX2; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) and PLATON (Spek, 2003) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX publication routines (Farrugia, 1999) and PLATON. (Wiesner et al., 2001) , antioxident (Natella et al., 1999) and antihyperglycemic activities (Liu et al., 1999) . In continuation of our efforts to synthesize various derivatives of cinamic acids (Niaz et al., 2008) and their complexes, we herein report the structure of the title compound (I).
The crystal structure of 3-(4-bromophenyl)-2-methylacrylic acid (Muhammad et al., 2007) has been reported. The title compound (I) have a similar environment about the carboxylate group but the attachement of methyl instead of Br-atom is at meta-position instead of para-position.
In the crystal structure of the title compound, the C-C bonds are in the range 1.462 (3) is also included in Table 1 .
Compound (I) was prepared according to our previously reported method (Muhammad et al., 2007) . A mixture of 3-methylbenzaldehyde (10 mmol, 1.18 ml), methylmalonic acid (2.36 g, 20 mmol) and piperidine (20 mmol, 1.98 ml) in pyridine (12.5 ml) solution was heated on a steam-bath for 24 h. The reaction mixture was cooled and added to a mixture of 25 ml of and hydroxyl H-atoms was taken 1.5 times while for all other H-atoms it was taken 1.2 times of the parent atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . ORTEP drawing of the title compound, with the atom numbering scheme. The thermal ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. H-atoms are shown by small circles of arbitrary radii. The intramolecular H-bonds are shown by doted lines. 
2-Methyl-3-(3-methylphenyl)acrylic acid
Crystal data 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å

